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‘You CAN'T talk your way
into a GOOD cast

Lake Michigan's
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This carp is much bigger than
mast bonesish you'll over
seo—and ihe gorgecss “flal”
it was caught on is In Lake
Michigan, not the tropics.
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BONES HAVE
GOTTEN BETTER
PRESS,

BOB BUTZ

PHOTDGRAPHS BY THE AUTHOR hi
ike eyery goo ing story this
onc as a big hs nn 1L, a couple

of big fish, actually. Byt that's where
the similarity i This story is
about carp and not only are

quently pursucd by the y-
hs 1ung ¢lite, but they seldom have
storics written about them,
here in a place as celebrated for its

trout streams  as

northem (“Khlgilﬂ
After 2, the Adaom Hy-—che
meot versatile diyfly patters cver concrivad—was mvemed on
the Boardimun Raver some 20-08d miles from my bome outside
Traverse Ciry. The Au Sabde, due emt. o where Trout Usfimsiced
was born. Hemingway fishad here. And thar’s pot for searsen.

The peine is. you can’t use both 2 By sod and a pes in thin wown
and oo find somerhing 10 wy dbout the tout fishing the sosicd
watens hereaboun offer the perfect backdeop for & writer 10 go on
about trost ad boredom, Sach is not the case with Girpr—not here
in the Nordh or asywhere for that mattee And chun's & Shame,

Like maont fly fisherinen, 1've seen carp in civens countess
fimes bus scver gave casting to them 3 second thoughr, Afrer all,
when sereeches of Buc-tibbon watee and much asoee glamorous
fish beckon, we msmerably high-falutin’ long-rod seglen doa't
waste tmse offersng o o carp. Bae then agan, i€ soc all thae
easy 10 coax thess into hitng in dhe finsr place, and we fly fuh-
ers are awfully thin-skinned abour some things. not 1o meation
shametollly vinditive agairat any fioh 20 beazen & 10 sefuse w
take 2 fly. The truth is, we only wish we could figure out 3 way
10 carch them legitimanely. That's becane carp arc juse plan big,
and they also fight very well.

1 oovwst adimiin | s & bic of an arioude mpself when | set oue 20
carch wome carp thar July momung: 1 wis hoping for the best, yer
certan that when we spocsed car fine crueing fish my gusde was
poing w warch my Wooly Bugger and douse i wirh 2 liberad

Americas Third Coast’

wplad of vanills oxreact o wome ocher yweersmdling concocen

under the provexe that be was juss checking sy knce
But thar's noe how it happened at all Nee did we do our “carp-
mg on 2 river, but merad cat i the great frethwater sea of Lake
Michigan—dhe so-callod Thaed Cose. Ot here, kacal trou Babing
gesde and sanall-stress pecialot Dave McCood calls themn “golden
boncfuh.” For him, puding for carp bs caly & sideline throughou
che sy srown scason. Bar while wading among the socks carly
g moening, looking for carp cruiking the anpealine waten, you

might po so far 10 sy thae McCool enjors this more
"Iy as sddaceive as saltwaeer flas fishing, caly cheaper,” be
sucrts, Cerninly, the equipment was nenly sdestical: good
opocs, suregrippieg neoprene flas shoes, and long rods of
cicher 7+ or $oweight for bucking the ever-peesent headwind
Contnued on page &2
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